
 

Guidance Document 

General Laboratory and Workshop Safety 

The following guidelines apply to all laboratories and workshops where use or storage of hazardous 
materials occurs or where a physical hazard exists.  
 

Appropriate Lab Attire 
The minimum appropriate lab and workshop attire includes the items listed below. Additional personal 
protective equipment (PPE) may be necessary depending on the hazards of the activity. Contact 
Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) for assistance in evaluating PPE needs.  

 Safety glasses with side shields or safety goggles.  

 Sturdy shoes that cover the whole foot and protect feet from spills, broken glass, or falling 
objects. No open-toed shoes, sandals, crocstm, flip-flops, etc. 

 Clothing that covers exposed skin when working with hazardous materials.  Clothing should 
cover all portions of the torso, including the midriff and shoulders avoid tank-tops and half-
shirts.  Short pants (shorts) and short skirts are not permitted. Long skirts, below the knee, are 
acceptable; but discouraged in chemistry labs.  

 Wear a lab coat (and possibly an apron) when working with hazardous materials that may 
contaminate clothing or cause physical injury by skin contact. 

 Wear appropriate gloves when handling chemicals, hot or co



Examples of work that should not be performed alone include changing out toxic gas cylinders, working 
with pyrophoric materials outside of a glovebox, working with shock sensitive materials, working on 
energized electrical systems with exposures greater than 50 volts, entering a confined space, working 
around mechanical equipment with exposed rotating parts (e.g. lathe, roller mill or power saw), working 
with concentrated (≥ 48%) hydrofluoric acid or working with highly exothermic reaction systems (e.g. 
polymerizations, oxidations, or hydrogenations). 
 

Food and Beverages 
Do not consume or store food or beverages in labs or workshops.  
 

Access Control 
Follow the Mines Building Access Policy for authorized entry to laboratories only.  Authorized entry 
means with the permission of the Principal Investigator, Lab or Workshop Director, and other Mines 
required policies relating to restricted access. Laboratory and workshop doors must be locked when not 
occupied.  Doors must not be propped open - propping doors may allow unauthorized access to 
hazardous areas and may compromise fire protection and air handling (HVAC) function. 
 

General Chemical Safety Guidelines 
 Minimize chemical exposure- 
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http://inside.mines.edu/UserFiles/File/PoGo/Policies/FPS/FM_Building_Access_Policy.pdf

