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Generative Artificial Intelligence (genAI) tools, including large language models like ChatGPT
and text-to-image tools like Midjourney, are driving an ongoing conversation about their
academic uses. The Office of the Provost encourages the entire University community to
explore the uses and impacts of GenAI technologies, whether through critical discussions or
creative applications.

GenAI tools represent an addition to the learning process that can be deployed in a number of
innovative ways to advance learning outcomes. Faculty are invited to make thoughtful use of
genAI tools in their teaching. Used properly, genAI tools can enhance the design of lessons,
assignments, and assessments. AI and digital literacies are fundamental skills that students will
need in their respective fields and as public citizens and consumers for the rest of their lives.
There are many productive ways in which they might use them as students, consistent with
stated course policies and outcomes.

While the intent of this document is not to prescribe universal policies of when to allow or
disallow generative AI, the text below provides some guidelines for the use of genAI in
connection with academic work at the University.

TEACHing Responsible Use of GenAI

As genAI tools develop, it will be important for students and faculty to continue to build their
relationships with each other and with technology. Faculty are encouraged to use a proactive,
holistic approach in using genAI that disincentivizes cheating and unethical use of genAI by
employing the “TEACH” acronym: Building TRUST and community with students, interrogating
the ETHICS of genAI, ensuring equitable ACCESS to genAI, explicitly COMMUNICATING
expectations and relevance of course tasks, and (re)designing assignments to center the
HUMAN in learning by tapping into student motivation, iteration, agency, lived experience, and
creativity.

● TRUST: Students and faculty are encouraged to work together to determine how genAI
will be used transparently in their coursework, and should learn from each other on how
both students and instructors are using genAI in and out of the classroom.

● ETHICS: GenAI tools are being developed at an incredible pace. Though promising,
genAI tools may be inaccurate, inefficient, or biased. GenAI outputs may come from
questionable sources: a network of unknown and known genAI tools, sources that limit
or remove human credit, sources that limit or remove pay to humans, etc. It is critical to
interrogate both genAI inputs and outputs so as to comply with ethical and legal
standards.
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syllabus and/or assignment instructions. Below is some model language for the three
permission options:

1. General Permission

Generative Artificial Intelligence (genAI) tools such as ChatGPT are important resources in many
fields and industries. Because these tools will be used in professional and personal contexts, we
believe it is valuable for you to engage critically with these tools and explore their use in
generating content submitted for evaluation in this course, including [papers; take-home
examinations; specified other assignments]. You remain responsible for all content you submit for
evaluation.

You may use genAI tools to help generate ideas and brainstorm. However, you should note that
the material generated by these tools may be inaccurate, incomplete, biased, or otherwise
problematic. We encourage you to consider how genAI complements, supplants, or fails to
replace your contributions and abilities.

If you include content (e.g., ideas, text, code, images) that was generated, in whole or in part, by
genAI tools (including, but not limited to, ChatGPT and other large language models) in work
submitted for evaluation in this course, you must document and credit your source. Failure to
properly cite sources, including AI tools for generating content, would be considered Academic
Misconduct in violation of Mines Academic Integrity/Misconduct Policy.

Additional language regarding the potential pitfalls of genAI, strategies for citation, and
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Faculty might consider using the Faculty Guide For Clarifying Uses tool when specifying
permitted uses of external resources, including genAI.

Default GenAI Guidelines

In the absence of explicit directions in writing to the contrary from instructors (instructors: see
above for several examples of alternative course policies), the following provisions provide
default guidance for the use of genAI under the Academic Integrity/Misconduct Policy.

1. Students must represent any work (e.g., ideas, text, code, images) submitted for
evaluation as the student’s own intellectual product, created in accordance with
established course and university policies. Unless instructors provide explicit permission
or instruction to the contrary, students may not submit content for evaluation that was
generated, in whole or in part, by genAI tools. Using genAI tools when unauthorized
would be considered a potential violation of Mines’ policy on academic integrity.

Illustrative, but not exhaustive, examples of prohibited conduct include:
● A student types a prompt into a genAI tool and copies all or part of the generated

content (e.g., text, code, images, solutions) into their answer on an assessment,
essay, test, or other assignment submitted for evaluation (whether in-class or
out-of-class).

● A student provides a genAI tool with all or part of the prompt for an out-of-class
assignment (e.g., essay or coding assignment) and paraphrases or otherwise
adapts all or part of the generated content into their response without proper
attribution of the genAI tool.

2. Students are permitted and encouraged to explore the use of genAI tools to generate
(and critically examine) content that is not submitted to an instructor for evaluation.
Unless instructors provide explicit direction to the contrary, students may use genAI tools
for learning, studying, proofreading, and brainstorming.

Illustrative, but not exhaustive, examples of permitted conduct include:
● A student uses genAI tools to study for exams, quizzes, and other assessments

by providing prompts to the genAI and reviewing the output.
● A student uses genAI tools to explore the capabilities and potential uses of genAI

in an area of their interest.
● A student copies the text of a writing assignment into a genAI to ask for

proofreading, while making sure to adhere to established university policies.

https://trefnycenter.mines.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/44/2023/07/guide.for_.clarifying.use_-1.docx
/policy-library/academic-integrity-policy/
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Academic Integrity Concerns
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